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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 


1 . 03 The amendment filed on 22 May 2006 under 37 CFR 1 .312 has been considered, and has been: 

a) □ entered. 

b) □ entered as directed to matters of form not affecting the scope of the invention. 

c) □ disapproved because the amendment was filed after the payment of the issue fee. 

Any amendment filed after the date the issue fee is paid must be accompanied by a petition under 37 CFR 1 .313(c)(1 ) 
and the required fee to withdraw the application from issue. 

d) ^ disapproved. See explanation below. 

e) □ entered in part. See explanation below. 

Applicant has now introduced a product-by-process limitation ("locking means shaped to engage... by bending.."), in which 
the locking means is now defined by a functional limitation, which changes the scope of the claim. Furthermore, the 
patentability of a product does not depend on its method or production. If the product in the product-by process claim is the 
same as or obvious form a method of the prior art, the claim is unpatentable even though the prior art was made by a 
different process (see MPEP 2113) 


MONICA CARTER 


U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-271 (Rev. 04-01) 


Reponse to Rule 312 Communication 


Part of Paper No. 20060717 


